Notes
FALL OF &ASSAS
Felicia Dorothea Hemans (1793-1835), nee Browne, was a
poetess popular amongst many readers, especially in America.
She was a friend of Wordsworth and Scott.
Louis Chevalier d'Assas fell whilst reconnoitring a wood
near Closterkamp during the night of Oct. 15, 1760. After
leaving his regiment (that of Auvergne), he was surprised by
an ambush of the enemy, who threatened him with instant
death if he gave any sign of their being there. Thereupon he
shouted, 'A moi, Auvergne! ce sont les ennemis!' and fell,
pierced by the enemies5 bayonets. Auvergne was one of the old
French provinces, in the centre of France.
PAUL REVERE'S RIDE
For Longfellow, see note to 'King Robert of Sicily', on p. 203.
This poem (told by the Landlord in Tales of a Wayside Inn),
describes the ride which immediately preceded the outbreak
of the American War of Independence. On April 18, 1775,
the British at Boston determined to seize a store of arms at
Concord in Massachusetts. Their plans, though carefully
guarded, were discovered by a certain Paul Revere, who had
a band of thirty mechanics to watch their movements. The
American volunteers (or 'Minute Men') were ready for action,
and needed only warning of the British march; this warning
was given by Revere. The poem clearly describes his ride, but
the following account, from H. C. Lodge's Story of the American
Revolution, adds a few details. 'At eleven o'clock two lights
gleamed from the belfry of the Old North Church [Boston],
showing that the troops were going by water to Cambridge,
and Revere mounted and rode away. He crossed Charlestown
Neck, and as he passed the spot where a felon had been hung
in chains, he saw two British officers waiting to stop him. One
tried to head him, one sought to take him. But Revere knew
his country. He tv-rned back sharply, and then swung into the
Medford road. His pursuer fell into a clay-pit, and Revere
rode swiftly to Medford, warned the captain of the Minute Men,
and then galloped on, rousing every house and farm and village
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